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From this conference, we announce to the whole
world that this humanitarian and international
DECLARATION with a scientific background will go
down in history as long as humanity exists, with the aim of
contributing to the protection of human societies from
human disasters . It is a neutral, objective and independent
DECLARATION, agreed upon by participants and
attendees from the four corners of the world.

Our humanitarian call should be heeded by all media
and mass communication outlets of all peoples and
nations. It should become an international humanitarian
instrument, recognized by the United Nations and documented
by UNESCO and the UN Human Rights Council. This
DECLARATION should become an international
humanitarian reference that contributes to the implementation
of an education, information and knowledge strategy that
enshrines a culture of humanitarian dialogue.

Peace starts from the mind, and only from within
the mind does peace start.
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them to establish dialogue rather than to resort to disputes
in view of preserving the heritage of human civilization.

Article 27: Encouraging human societies to implement
humanitarian and relief work during conflicts, which
contributes indirectly to the creation of a common space
for dialogue between conflicting parties.

Article 28: Media should establish a preventive
strategy to protect human societies from being lured into
armed conflicts. This strategy should include the
promotion of humanitarian dialogue and the initiatives of
preventive diplomacy, and respect previous dialogue
traditions.

Article 29: Participants and parties involved in
humanitarian dialogues should not be lured into hostilities
or any acts that involve racial discrimination. Otherwise,
the gap between conflicting parties would be widened,
leading them to armed conflicts.

Article 30: Institutions that have international legitimacy
should support efforts for humanitarian dialogue in
countries suffering from internal conflicts, and provide
assistance in implementing the dialogue outcome both
morally and materially.
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Article 22: All forms of media outlets should not
incite fanaticism, since it contradicts the right of human
societies to live without repression of their own religious,
moral and social beliefs.

Article 23: Media outlets should promote a culture of
peace through allocating an adequate media space to
disseminate the principles and values of international
humanitarian law and human rights that reject excessive
violence that, in turn, undermine the common platforms of
humanitarian dialogue.

Article 24: Requesting the United Nations to consider
the media issue, cause of emergence of conflicts, as one of
the legal issues for consideration of its working system.

Article 25 : The United Nations is requested to draft
an international document on sanctions to be imposed on
member states harming international security through
dissemination of unjustified and incorrect information,
through official channels, leading to tensions between
human societies, promotion of fear, extremism or
exclusion of others.

Article 26: The promotion of humanitarian dialogue
as an element of the modern state brings civilizations,
cultures, and religions closer to each other, and encourages
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Article 18: Based on the important relation between
the media and the economy, governments and decision-
makers shall take into account economic and
developmental considerations in their discourse in order to
contribute to building social justice and fighting
corruption. Governments and decision-makers should
realize that humanitarian dialogue is an added economic
and developmental value for societies, without which
individuals feel aggrieved and thus resort to extremism
and violence.

Article 19: Governments should establish an
economic legislative system that tackles the challenges to
the livelihoods of people in order to prevent flagrant
inequalities that threaten social justice and national peace.

Article 20: Media should allocate an adequate space to
disseminate a culture of respect for the rights of human
societies, especially the right to live in dignity.

Article 21: Based on the existential relation between
peace and justice, governments and decision makers
should implement laws based on equality, in order to
transform contradictions into integration, clashes into
coexistence, and fanaticism into tolerance and humanitarian
dialogue.
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Article 13: Media should adopt a culture of
knowledge and promote a spirit of cooperation and unity
among citizens of society and among different human
societies.

Article 14: Educational, cultural and scientific institutions
of the world should promote solidarity and openness to
others among their students.

Article 15: Media outlets should commit not to
promote, neither explicitly nor implicitly, violence,
extremism, and the rejection of the opinion of others,
which would lead to the lack of humanitarian dialogue and
ultimately drag the parties in conflict into bloody conflicts.

Article 16: Human societies should not resort to the
use of weapons or any other form of violence or repression
in the event of political disputes, in order not to violate the
spirit of national partnership.

Article 17: Media of authorities responsible for
maintaining security should be objective and should
convey information, away from provocation, misinformation
and incitement, in order to preserve common spaces for
dialogue among societies and thus achieve socio-political
security, which is the basis for a civilized globalization
with a human dimension.

24



Article 8: Media should play a positive role in
enhancing tolerance and coexistence, and in helping
minorities make their voice heard in order to strengthen
cohesion among all segments of society, and promote
human communication among all societies of the world.

Article 9: Media outlets should play their role in
promoting a culture of democracy in view of enhancing a
culture of dialogue and rejecting inherited partisanship in
order to promote national and international peace.

Article 10: Media should play their pivotal role in
building a culture of citizenship protected by a fair judicial
system in a context that is respectful of the fundamental
principles of human rights laws.

Article 11: Media outlets should implement a media
policy that goes hand in hand with education to enshrine a
culture of dialogue at home, in schools and in societies. As
for education systems, they should promote media
education to enhance media awareness and the culture of
civilized dialogue among individuals.

Article 12: Universities and academic institutes should
establish educational institutions specialized in teaching
the culture of citizenship and related human sciences.
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religion. Media outlets should also commit to refrain from
using past episodes of mutual violence between human
societies and thus avoid the exacerbation of mutual hatred.

Article 4: Media should adopt moral values in their
work methodology so as to control psychological and
social reactions that undermine common values shared by
societies. Media outlets should also commit to dedicating
appropriate coverage of moral values in human societies
and ensuring a dignified life for all peoples.

Article 5: Human societies are called upon to take into
consideration that diversity and differences are not
contrary to the concept of tolerance in any religion, social
contract or set of social norms, all of which consider
human dialogue and the acceptance of the other as a duty.

Article 6: Governments and decision-makers should
commit to a discourse that respects human rights, dignity
and freedom of belief, accepts differences of opinion and
cultures, and respects all human values as pillars for
human dialogue.

Article 7: Media should insist on the importance of
the concept of mercy as essential to the human system of
values so as to combat hatred and hostility, and achieve
peace.
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An International Scientific Conference entitled
“Information and the Culture of Humanitarian Dialogue”
was held in Geneva, the -capital of international
humanitarian work and city of peace, on the 24th and 25th
of October 2015. An international, humanitarian and
“cultural-scientific” initiative entitled: “The Geneva
International Declaration of the Culture of Humanitarian
Dialogue 2015” was also launched.

This initiative is considered a common space for all
nations, peoples and societies and its respect is essential to
ensure the survival of human civilization.

Article 1: Media outlets should play a crucial role in
promoting noble religious principles and the common
values of cultures, civilizations and peace.

Article 2: Media should play a vital role in religious
awareness-raising and in promoting real faith with the
objective of putting an end to rigid historical fanaticism
which incites fear of the other, divergence among human
societies and mobilization of potential to protect oneself
against the other.

Article 3: Media should play an awareness-raising
role in putting an end to the use of religion for political
purposes and to resorting to violence in the name of
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of tolerance and that the culture of war may replace that of
peace; while all such factors have threatened and continue
to threaten international peace;

Whereas we live in a tragic reality where conflicts and
crises are erupting as a result of the dissemination of ideas
inciting to acts of hatred and violence and sowing discord
while destroying the cultural heritage of humankind and
the human conscience;

Whereas the participants believe that humanitarian
dialogue is based on the acceptance of others in their
human dimension, rather than in the political dimension
proposed by some;

Whereas the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
grants each person the right to freedom of thought,
conscience and religion;

Whereas the world’s intellectual elite must take action
against the disastrous situation of mankind that threatens
humanity as a whole;

Whereas humanitarian dialogue is among the best
means to stop human suffering, and plays a crucial role in
facilitating communication among societies when political
dialogue becomes impossible;
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Whereas the media play a crucial role in personality-
building and enhance the sense of belonging that human
beings have within a culture of citizenship and national
unity;

Whereas the media may sometimes play an inciting role
in sowing discord among human societies by highlighting
archaic beliefs, thus ceasing to be a means of human
communication and becoming a tool for the destruction of
civilizations, cultures and religions;

Whereas media stereotyping of acts of violence by
unknown perpetrators creates fear among human societies
and leads them to resorting to retaliation and acts of
vengeance;

Whereas fanatic media coverage increases tension in the
name of a fake holiness has led to the creation of
inhumane human beings full of hatred, hostility and a
culture of violence;

Whereas dialogue has become more difficult and
complicated due to several geopolitical factors related to
violence, terrorism, extremism and corruption;

Whereas human societies are today in need of a charter
that regulates freedom of speech and stops the media from
inciting to acts of violence and hatred;

Whereas some transformations in the behavior of
human beings could give rise to the fear that human values
may disappear, that the culture of hatred may replace that
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Whereas coexistence among religions, cultures and
civilizations is necessary to promote dialogue among
human societies, while keeping in mind that the messages
of the prophets complement one another;

Whereas the emergence of fanatic ideologies is
currently causing conflicts leading to humanitarian
catastrophes;

Whereas world peace cannot be achieved without peace
among religions, and peace among religions cannot be
achieved without humanitarian dialogue and the
promotion of common human values;

Whereas education is closely linked to the development
of the individual’s capacity for dialogue, while media
outlets remain the main promoters of this concept from
childhood onwards;

Whereas the media play an essential role in sustainable
development since they are linked to the economy in
lasting partnerships;

Whereas the concept of social justice is closely linked
to a just system of governance, and most conflicts are
caused by territorial and resource disputes, and hostility
among cultures is caused by media incitement linking the
absence of social justice to the existing social contract thus
eliminating all possibilities of human dialogue;
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Whereas pluralism cannot be a cause to withdraw into
oneself, but rather a strong motivation to compete in a
creative manner for the sake of a better humanity;

Whereas coexistence is the basic covenant of human
societies since it guarantees human peace, while
authoritarianism and oppression elicit violence;

Whereas human coexistence requires mutual respect
among peoples and promotes openness and convergence;

Whereas tolerance is the opposite of fanaticism, while
being synonymous with the capacity to understand the
circumstances of human societies, their specificities as
well as their civilizations;

Whereas resorting to violence to impose a single
ideology, doctrine or religion on human societies is
against all religions, laws and systems;

Whereas “human values” regulate the lives of human
beings and have an impact on their way of thinking thus
affecting the creation of a culture of dialogue;

Whereas God created all human beings different and
gave them the right to reject injustice and oppression, as
well as the right to demand a dignified life;

Whereas all divine messages call for justice and doing
good, as well as for love, mercy, security, peace,
coexistence, openness and dialogue;

17



Geneva International Declaration
of the Culture of Humanitarian Dialogue 2015

International Conference:
Information and Culture of Humanitarian Dialogue
Geneva 24 - 25 October 2015
Auditorium Ernest Boninchi — University of Geneva - Unimail - Switzerland
Organized by : International Center for Strategic Researches and
Information
www.icesri.org

Preamble

Whereas the substantial principles agreed upon by
human societies promote equality between all human
beings in dignity, freedom and human values without
discrimination;

Whereas human values that unite all human beings are
more important than the factors that separate them;

Whereas human societies are pluralistic in nature,
which requires respecting democratic values based on the
right to differ within the context of the right to diversity;
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"] A cela s’ajoute la présence d’un débat sur la neutralité
du pays, qui méme s’il estextrémement sensible et
difficile a mener, indique néanmoins que le Liban
s’intéresse a cette notion, et croit, quelque part au fond de
lui, que I’état de neutralité est un état qui pourrait
éventuellement s’appliquer a lui, et lui étre profitable.

Mon sentiment est donc qu’il existe bien un terrain
fertile, des compétences innées, des traits de caractére qui
font du Liban un candidat sérieux au titre de médiateur et
de promoteur de la paix. J’ose méme espérer que si telle
¢tait son ambition, le Liban pourrait se donner tous les
moyens pour y parvenir. L’étape obligée sera, a mon
humble avis, de regagner la paix pour lui-méme et en lui-
méme, de régler une bonne fois pour toutes ce qui reste
encore a régler des conflits du passé. Sur ce registre, la
Suisse a encore une petite longueur d’avance. Non que
nous soyons en compétition, bien au contraire. Nous
offrons quotidiennement, a travers notre engagement
auprés des Libanais, des instruments pour se renforcer,
pour mieux vivre ensemble, pour traiter le passé et
regarder résolument vers I’avenir.

Dans le méme esprit, j’espere que cette conférence aura
contribué a renforcer votre conviction que sur le chemin
de la paix, la Suisse est votre alliée indéfectible.

Je vous remercie pour votre attention et pour votre patience.
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de droit, lutte contre la corruption, mais aussi traitement
du passé, promotion des droits de ’homme, etc. Face a
I’érosion du monopole de la violence par les Etats, la
promotion de la paix se doit aujourd’hui d’étre plus créative,
afin d’identifier qui, dans le paysage de la violence, pourra
jouer un rdle-clé et constructif lors dun processus de
médiation, et qui en seront les saboteurs.

Mesdames et Messieurs,

Permettez-moi pour conclure d’explorer brievement ce
qui, selon moi, sont les atouts, mais aussi les faiblesses du
Liban sur le marché de la médiation pour la paix. Si ’on
reprend les quelques éléments qui ont fait de la Suisse un
pays de la médiation, on se rend compte que le Liban a des
atouts qu’il peut mettre en valeur :

] Sur le plan de la connaissance intime des conflits, je
n’ai pas besoin de m’étendre

] Concernant 1’imaginaire que les autres Etats se font
du Liban, nous ne sommes parfois pas trés loin des clichés
qui s’appliquent a la Suisse: pays plurilingue, montagneux, ou
vivent plusieurs communautés, ou I’expression est libre, etc.,
le Liban inspire souvent, dans cette région, une image
positive de liberté et de coexistence
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Depuis 2011, la crise en Syrie a ramené sur le devant de
la scéne une situation de conflit armé internationalisé,
certes extrémement particulier, dangereux et cruel, mais
classique par ses moyens. En regardant certaines images
de Syrie aujourd’hui, on peut tout a fait vivre le méme
traumatisme que celui subi par Henri Dunant il y a 150
ans. Curieusement, juste

avant le commencement de la crise syrienne, début
2011, les statistiques montraient au contraire que le monde
¢tait pratiquement sorti du paradigme de Solferino. En
2010, les conflits armés classiques avaient fait 55&
#39;000 morts; la méme année, 396&#39;000
personnes €taient mortes par conséquence du crime violent
ou de disputes interpersonnelles : le crime

«Sub-national », le crime organis€, faisait huit fois plus
de morts que la guerre avant le début de la catastrophe
syrienne. Pour la Suisse neutre et indépendante, cela veut
dire que s’il y a évolution dans les conflits armés, il doit y
avoir évolution dans la médiation. La médiatrice suisse
doit de plus en plus travailler avec des représentants du
crime organisé, des gangs, ou des clans armés.

Ainsi, nous considérons de plus en plus la médiation
comme un ¢lément dans une intervention beaucoup plus
large, qui allie aide au développement, promotion de I’Etat
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un role fondamental. La Suisse, ce pays ou tout est censé
fonctionner parfaitement, ou il ne doit pasy avoir de
problémes, ou les trains circulent, et a I’heure en plus!, cette
Suisse inspire la confiance. Ainsi, la médiatrice suisse, de par
sa seule présence, en renvoyant ’image de son pays comme
étant ce havre éternel de paix et de prospérité, inspire la
confiance. Vous voulez la paix? Je suis Suisse, je suis donc
une experte-née, la paix: je connais cela depuis 500 ans, dit-
elle. Je suis la paix, j’incarne la paix.

Ensuite, ’imaginaire de la Suisse pays de Cocagne est
important parce qu’il offre aux parties au conflit une
possibilité de projection dans un avenir réjouissant. Pour
qu’une médiation aboutisse en une paix durable, il est
fondamental que les parties au conflit se fassent une image
concréte du résultat final qu’ils vont atteindre. L’image
mentale qui se forme ainsi chez le chef de milice armée,
chez le politicien sceptique, chez le trafiquant repenti,
cette image mentale pourra €tre celle d’une verte prairie,
d’un champ ou paissent paisiblement des vaches violettes
productrices de chocolat, celle d’une assemblée réunie
sous I’étendard des Nations-Unies, peu importe, pourvu
que cela soit inspirant et le motive a chercher la paix.

Quels sont les défis pour la médiation de paix
Suisse aujourd’hui?

12



Henri Dunant vécut un traumatisme de guerre. La vision
apocalyptique du champ de bataille, des blessés, des
morts, des milliers de corps abandonnés sur la morne
plaine de Solferino, tout cela a choqué Dunant, cela
choque les Suisses et les Suissesses jusqu’a ce jour, cela
les motive encore et toujours a chercher et a proposer des
alternatives aux conflits violents.

Dans la foulée de Solférino, la création par Henri
Dunant du Comité International de la Croix-Rouge,
I’adoption des Conventions de Geneve, plus tard: la
naissance des Nations-Unies, furent des actes fondateurs
pour la paix dans le monde, des actes auxquels la
Suisse est intimement associée, et dont elle conserve
jalousement les clefs.

Quels sont les atouts pour la médiation de paix
Suisse aujourd’hui?]

Depuis que je travaille dans la région, je demeure
souvent arrétée par I’image d’Epinal que les gens se font
de mon pays. Il semble trés difficile pour mes amis
libanais de concevoir que des Suisses puissent quitter la
pacifique et verte Helvétie pour s’immiscer dans
les conflits inextricables et toujours plus violents de cette
région. Or, dans le contexte de la médiation dans les
conflits, I’imaginaire de la « Suisse, paradis de paix » joue

11



Mot de L’Ambassadrice de Suisse au Liban
S.E. Monika Schmutz Kirg6z

Le Suisses, le dialogue et les conflits

Mesdames et Messieurs les représentants de I’Université
Saint-Joseph,

Excellences,
Chers collegues, ¢tudiants et amis,

Permettez-moi d’abord de vous remercier trés
chaleureusement pour votre invitation aanimer la
conférence de ce soir. C’est avec honneur et plaisir que
j’al accepté de m’exprimer sur le rdle joué par la Suisse
dans la promotion de la paix a travers le dialogue et
la médiation.

Le dialogue, la médiation et la promotion de la paix sont
inscrits au patrimoine de la politique étrangere suisse. Les
traces de la passion suisse pour le dialogue et la médiation
sont nombreuses. La fameuse bataille de Solférino, en
1863, en est une particulierement forte.

Ce jour-la, comme vous le savez, le citoyen de Genéve
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been presented as a model of coexistence among its diverse
religious and sectarian communities. A beautiful mosaic of
the region. With all these efforts coupled together and with
the vigilance of Lebanon’s leaders and people and the
support of the international community, it has been possible
for Lebanon to maintain its security and stability despite the
problems and turbulence in the region during the past few
years. The international community also came together in
different ways, including through dialogue in the form of the
International Support Group for Lebanon to help protect
Lebanon and strengthen its State institutions from the impact
of the Syrian conflict over the past six years. And they have
done a remarkable job.

In recognizing the importance of dialogue, I am going to
quote a favorite poet of mine. As a Lebanese-American,
my family emigrated a 100 years ago, he is especially dear
to my heart.

I am going to quote Girbran Khalil Gibran who wrote:

“ Between what is said and not meant and what is meant
and not said, most of love is lost.”

It is only hand in hand and through dialogue that we can
make durable peace, stability, development and human
rights possible and most importantly the prevention of
more war.

Thank you.



out the importance of creating and preserving common spaces
for humanitarian dialogue, for an inclusive nature of peace
building through dialogue, and particularly by highlighting the
role of educational institutions and different sectors of society,
and the critical role of the media.

The Declaration reminds us that, among other things,
media has a role in Promoting peace and helping maintain
security through conveying information with objectivity, —
not incitement-nor violence or extremism. -

The Declaration also calls on us to ensure that educational
institutions should teach about the culture of citizenship and
dialogue and related human sciences; and about media
awareness. President Aoun, in his speech to the General
Assembly last week stated that there is a pressing need for the
dialogue of religions, cultures and races and for cultural
institutions specialized in spreading a culture of dialogue and
peace. There is a clear need recognized by all.

The declaration also reminds us that human societies should
not resort to the use of weapons or any form of violence or
repression in the event of political disputes, but to use dialogue
and preserve the spirit of national partnership.

These are all callings that share the similar objective of

building a more peaceful, a more stable and inclusive
Lebanon. We also bear in mind how Lebanon has frequently



dialogue on their views and needs and drawing on their
creativity, their optimism, and determination, to make a
difference and tackle the problems we face.

One great example we have witnessed in dialogue and
peace building came from Lebanese civil society and
youth themselves. In Tripoli, an NGO brought together
young people from two different communities and from
different sides of the previous front lines who used to
carry weapons and fight each other. They are now acting
in plays together, working and helping each other to
ensure a more stable and prosperous future for themselves
and their city. As they spent time together, they realized
how much they actually have in common and many have
become good friends.

Similarly, another NGO in Beirut is working on
promoting interreligious dialogue to help build a society
where all citizens feel they belong and understand each
other, something that as Lebanese, all can commit to.
These are examples of beautiful dialogue.

The Geneva Declaration of the Culture of Humanitarian
Dialogue, which we are commemorating here today, is a
very good example of the work that should be done in
partnership between governments, civil society and the
private sector. The Declaration is important because it spells



to dialogue and work together to sustain peace ‘“at all
stages of conflict, and in all its dimensions” and most
important and in many ways to prevent and end conflict.

Dialogue isn’t always easy...sometimes it feels easier to
walk away from the table, to resort to force, to ignore the
problems but that brings no solutions to problems nor to
the challenges we face.

One recurrent recommendation has been that for peace and
security to be sustainable and longstanding, peace needs to
be coupled with serious efforts to promote development and
improve human rights. In your beautiful country, the UN’s
26 different agencies, funds and programmes have in a
partnership with the Lebanese government adopted what is
being called the “whole of Lebanon” approach where efforts
to promote peace and security are taking place in parallel
with work on promoting development in different
Lebanese areas, throughout Lebanon,and improving
human rights across all sectors of the society.

Another essential element for peace building is inclusiveness.
While governments have primary responsibility for peace
building and sustaining peace in their countries, we can all
do more to build peaceful and resilient societies. This
means among other things bringing in religious leaders,
civil society groups, women’s groups, youth organizations and
the private sector, education leaders, engaging them in



difficult. The Secretary-General urged world leaders to
renew their commitment to a rules-based order, with the
United Nations at its centre to confront ‘“massive,
existential threats to people and the planet.”

On that basis, multilateralism is the only solution
because it means that states and humans and peoples
everywhere who face the same challenges work together
to seek achievable solutions for all. We are all connected —
all inter-linked. This understanding of connectiveness is
how the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development was
agreed three years ago, a remedy to many of the shared
social, economic, environmental and security ailments,
and that is why it is a shared responsibility of all states to
commit to make it happen. Multilateralism is dialogue.

And the breakdown or absence of dialogue has meant
that more countries are experiencing violent conflict than
at any time in nearly three decades. I think the number of
refugees displaced is at the highest in the world since
WWII. We have unfortunately seen and experienced this
in some countries in the Middle East. Peace in many other
countries elsewhere outside the region has become very
fragile. Reacting to this fearful reality, both the UN
Security Council and the UN General Assembly adopted
in 2016 resolutions on “sustaining peace.” Those
resolutions were meant as a pledge and an incentive for all



horrors and wreckage of war, leaders of the world at that
time came together to agree on “dialogue” for “saving
future generations from the scourge of war”. They came
together to seek a future where peace and security,
development and human rights are accessible to all human
beings.

Last week, 73 years after the founding of the UN,
leaders of the 193 member states met at the General
Assembly in New York - as they do every year- in what
can only be a reminder that we are all part of the same
human family — no matter from where we come and where
we are going and that dialogue is the best way to find
agreement on how to move forward towards our common
future. — for peace, for security, for human development,
respect for human rights, good governance and for a
sustainable environment for all.

While this international forum is a great opportunity to
bring world leaders, state representatives and different
cultures and civilizations together, translating that into the
real world has been very challenging. As UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres remarked: our world is
suffering from a bad case of “Trust Deficit Disorder”.
People no longer trust the rules-based global order.
International cooperation and dialogue is becoming more



Geneva International Declaration
of the Culture of Humanitarian Dialogue 2015

www.icesri.org

Speech of Ms. Pernille Dahler Kardel
UN Special Coordinator for Lebanon
(UNSCOL)

Excellencies, Representatives of Saint Joseph, Ladies
and Gentlemen

I will be speaking on behalf of the UN Special
Coordinator Ms. Pernille Kardel who wanted to be with
you for this event. She asked to convey her apologies and
to congratulate the Center and Dr. Awad for this timely
and important event. She is in New York on the follow up
of the General Assembly and will be returning back to
Lebanon shortly.

As you are probably aware, dialogue is at the heart of
the UN’s mission since it was founded in 1945. After the
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